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:e: Activity roll-out : :e: Aim of the activity :

The « reconstruction » tour consists To raise the students’' awereness of

in walking around Péronne looking the impact of the war on the territories
for evidence of WW1. The itinerary that were located on or near the front
is depicted on the last page of the line. The suggested tour also enables to
students’ booklet. discover the different solutions chosen

Each student, or group of students, will during reconstruction :

have to stop at several spots (marked
, , with letters A to K on the map). At
P each one of these stops, students
" "~ will observe before answering one or
.~ _several questions. Using a set of photos,
. - they will compare the current city to the
/c\ityl one could see at the end of the war.
The starting and ending points of the -~ New reconstruction making a clean
tour are the Historial de laGrande ~~ break with the past.
“Guerre.

- Identical reconstruction (or almost
exactly as it was before),

- Reconstruction inspired by what

used to exist before (some elements,
although altered, are still visible).
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ﬂ - medleval castle of ' Peronne datlng back

‘_ '~ from;the early 13”‘ century
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=only. three out of the four arcades eX|st|ng
before WW1 are still standlng :
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. B L We do not Forget Australia
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- Porte de Bretagne (the « Brlttan\fgate ») '

’ = early 17th century/ burlt from 1601 to 1606
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Péror

. Only seven weeks after President Poincaré

i

/

had planted the legion of honour on the city
coat of arms, in remembrance of its glorious

* past, the enemy is at our doors again. From

" mid-August 1914 Belgian refugees and people
from the North of France invade the town.

' By the end of August, the people of Péronne
mcludmgcouncnIOrs and the CIVI|’ servants
- are fleemg by road or by tra|n The French
army |s retreatlng N
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On August 28th around 7: 30 German "
mfantrymen charge thestreets fire,and
cause the first civilian casua1t|es For 18. days
“the conquered city experiences plunderlng
" and fires. On September 15t 1914, the *
Ger’mans retreat after the success of the

" Battle of the Marrie. But they return to stay

- onSeptember24th1914 RN

7

At the town hall the clock is Set on German
time, and the Reich ﬂag flaps upon- the -
balcony Appolnted by the kommandantur, a
_local board represents. the French authorities.
- On the lives of its members it |srespon5|ble

‘for publlc ordet. Péronne goes on I|V|ng and ;T

" its populatJon almost’ returns to its pre ,uJar -
numbers thanks to the: forced arnval of
|nhab|tants from nearby v1||ages anng the
front battle Ilne e e

/ - ; < - - -
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Peronne now occUpled by 7 OOO German
i zso|d|ers has to feed 3 500 C|V|I|ans -
. Everything is counted shared or usurped,

+including: aIcohoI Supplles secretly bred

rabblts flour and’ sugar A Spamsh and
Amencan food- prOV|S|on operation relieves
thé civilians from the harsh summer of 1915,
The first humanitarian’ convoys repatrlate the
S|ck and those unable to work, going through
Germany Switzerland, and the Alps. The -

. occupying forces rob the crty by:i imposing,
“huge taxes. They seize all its valuables. The '
people of Péronne have to create anew. -
currency to Reep on\tradlng AT

T 54fh Batta[zon during ‘the morning of the. attack

ne during WW1

The civilians face different fears during the

occupation - the threat posed by the greyish

green uniforms of the Bavarian and Prussian

soldiers who have invaded every quarter of

the city. The men of Peronne, aged 16 to 50,

endure nerve-racking hours on the parade

ground fearing that at any moment they will _

be torn from their families to fight for the - " , o

'\ . 'enemy,-an enemy that by nowis capable of

anythlng Finally, the people begln to lose -
", all hope-fearing they may be-deprived of -

-citizenship; never recover their freedom and

forcedto becomeGerman P

~ ' - [ ~ - ) , R
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- '[he Battle ofthe Somme in 1916 falls to .
liberate Peronne The French and-the ‘, St -
" British.are stopped a few liometres from. o
- the’ outskirts of the town, Fromjune 24th. -
/1916 Péronne is heavily shelled. Hundreds - ‘, R
of |nhab|tants hide terrified in their cellars, \, - o
hoplng in vain for I|berat|on On JuJy 22th 1916 )
" the last cmzens of Peronne are deportedto
- the North and the « Alsne » The city remalns -
‘in the hands of the Germans, ‘who abandon T
it during their retreat of March 1917, before A
-~ re-taking it during thelr sprlng offenswe in -
1918. On September 2" 1918 the Australian * . - .+ -
troops from the 2¢-3% and 5t divisions take
‘Mont- Sa|nt Quentln and Peronnerecovers
|ts‘freedom v

"A machme gun pOStl'lO['l establzshed by the

- through Peronne. Thephotograph was taken’
the followmg day after thé caprure of the '
~ town, when positions close to it-had been'

taken. © Australian War Memorial -
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